Reverend Dr. Clyde A. Anderson Memorial Scholarship

“Embracing the Past, Educating the Present and Enriching the Future”

Mission Statement

The Anderson, Robinson, Wells and Wilson Family has established a Scholarship Fund in the name of
Reverend Dr. Clyde A. Anderson Memorial Scholarship to support and encourage our youth in achieving
excellence in their educational endeavors, which will help to develop pride and essence within our community
and society.

About Our Scholarship and Reverend Dr. Clyde A. Anderson

In 2014, at the family reunion in Richmond, VA, the Executive Committee of the Anderson, Robinson, Wells
and Wilson Family Reunion met and decided to establish a Scholarship to be presented at the 2016 Family
Reunion. After the death of our National Chief Executive Officer, Reverend Dr. Clyde A. Anderson on August
13, 2015, the Executive Committee decided unanimously by consensus that the official name of this scholarship
would be the “Reverend Dr. Clyde A. Anderson Memorial Scholarship.”

Clyde A. Anderson was born July 26, 1955 in Mayesville, South Carolina. Anderson was the fifth of twelve
children born to the late George Anderson Sr. and Sarah Plowden Anderson. He was also the paternal grandson
of the late Joseph and Sallie Lou Abraham Anderson and the paternal great grandson of the late Eli and Mary
Wheeler Anderson. Anderson married his college sweetheart, the former Loretta Martino from St. George,
South Carolina.

Anderson’s parents believed that education was the greatest deterrent to racism. They worked hard and
encouraged each of their twelve (12) children to reach their highest level of achievement. Anderson was called
to the ministry in his pre-adolescent years. Following his passion and his parent’s advice, Anderson enrolled at
Claflin University in Orangeburg, South Carolina where he received his Bachelor of Arts in Religion and
Philosophy. Upon graduation, he further matriculated by receiving his Master of Divinity Degree from
Gammon Theological Seminary in the Interdenominational Theological Center. The constant student of life,
enrolled in United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio in 1996, where he received his Doctor of Ministry
Degree. One of Anderson’s greatest honors was when he received an Honorary Doctor of Divinity Degree from
his alma mater, Claflin University, in 2003. He was a certified Leadership Development Specialist, accredited
through the University Associates of San Diego, California.

Matriculating in the hub of the Atlanta University Center, it was impossible to be untouched by the legacy of
the civil rights movement. Anderson wanted not only to save souls but to insure that those souls were educated,



fed, housed and dealt with fairly. He earned his Masters of Divinity at the Interdenominational Theological
Center/Gammon Theological Seminary and interned at the King Center for Social Change where his work as a
political and social activist was cultivated, honed and ignited.

Anderson served as the co-founder and first President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference of
Marlboro County, South Carolina. He also served as the President of the NAACP. The effects of Anderson’s
community building was evidenced during the aftermath of the devastation from the 1982 tornado as he worked
conjunctively with HUD, FEMA, DSS, The Red Cross and United Way and peacefully led the community, both
Black and White, in their efforts to repair homes and rebuild lives. He made it his life’s mission to serve the
community.

Anderson’s work led to numerous honors, including the NAACP Man of the Year (NY) Park Chester Branch
2001; the Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Legacy Award; National Rainbow/PUSH Unity Global Award;
Congressional Achievement Award and many others too numerous to list. Anderson was a columnist for the
New York Chapter — Rainbow/Push Coalition’s monthly Newsletter, and worked as a consultant with the
National and International Faith Based Projects and Initiatives. He had specific assignments in Geneva,
Switzerland with the Africa Ecumenical Round-Table as a Professional Consultant in the area of Christian
Unity and Inter-religious concerns.

Even though Anderson had achieved many things and worked diligently in numerous nations throughout the
world, his final devotion was to his family; Anderson, Robinson, Wells and Wilson (ARWW). His calm, polite
and persistent leadership directed the family to develop an organized Family Reunion. One of the main
priorities throughout his leadership was to establish a scholarship for our family youth. He realized that
education was one of the keys of opportunity to open the doors of success. Although, he did not live to see this
dream become a reality, his memory and legacy shall continue to live on thru the lives of aspiring young adults
who strive to further their education and bring this dream to fruition. In his honor, we, the ARWW Executive
Committee decided unanimously to rename the ARWW Scholarship as the Reverend Dr. Clyde A. Anderson
Memorial Scholarship.



